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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 21st March, 2016 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Tony Dobson, 

June Harrison and Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies Wendy Dwyer 

  

 
46 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Dwyer.  There were no 
substitutions.   
 

47 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest submitted at the meeting. 
 

48 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 25th January 2016 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 25th 
January 2016 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

49 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report to inform the Panel on progress 
with the 2015/16 Housing Renewal Programme.  She reported that spend to the end of 
February 2016 was £461,000 which was approximately 25% of this year’s Programme.  
She informed the Panel that careful monitoring was continuing to ensure that the Council’s 
obligations could be funded.  She indicated that slippage was expected due to the need to 
make compulsory purchase orders for some properties.   
 
Members were referred to 3.7 of the report which set out the programme for 2016/17 and it 
was pointed out that the compulsory purchase orders would affect the draw-down of 
funding.  Page 7 of the report showed a summary of the projects.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

50 Woodnook Update 
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager reported that: 
 

 Augusta Street had been completed with the exception of one property and that 
most properties had been let.   

 It was anticipated that Booth Street would be completed by June/July 2016.    She 
gave details of the layout of the proposed Booth Street gardens: the first area for 
residents would have a lockable gate and be for residents only; the second area 
would be an open area with a small play area in the middle; parking would be 
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parallel to the road.  She indicated that the Council would contact Lancashire 
County Council with regards to requesting that they make a contribution to 
investments as they had also been carrying out a lot of work in the area.   

 In Phase II 46 properties remained across the neighbourhood. She pointed out that 
she would be liaising with PlaceFirst to agree further progress and indicated that 
specification on the housing was very similar to that of the original properties. 

 All but three properties (suffering from structural defects) had been completed on 
Nuttall Street and Building Control was working with some of the owners of those 
properties. 

 Clements Street was being facelifted and was making good progress.  The project 
should be finished by June/July 2016.   
 

   Resolved - That the report be noted.  
 
   

 
51 West Accrington 

 
The Regeneration and Housing Manager reported on Project Phoenix Phases I and II of the 
West Accrington regeneration schemes.  She reported that they still had to acquire the land 
where the former company M & M Coaches had been located and that they would be 
seeking approval from Cabinet to do this.  She reported that Project Phoenix Phase II was 
progressing well and had been selling on a weekly basis with sales slightly ahead of those 
predicted.  She reported that these properties should see completion by 
November/December 2016.  Good feedback had been received by residents.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
    
 

52 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to land & buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 9 January to 1 March 2016.  He 
referred to the sites were amenity had been restored through intervention and cases that 
were progressing.  He pointed out that there had been a further 69 new sites reported 
during January to March 2016.   
 
Members commented on and requested a progress report on several properties.  The 
Environmental Protection Manager updated Members on the proactive work carried out by 
the Council and progress on sites.    
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

53 B with us sub regional choice based lettings 
 
The Housing Advice and Homelessness Manager submitted a report to inform Members of 
the changes to the B with Us sub regional choice based lettings allocation policy for the 
allocation of social housing in the Borough.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
informed the Members that this report would also be submitted to Cabinet for approval.  He 
explained that the choice based lettings allocation policy covered most of Pennine 
Lancashire and the main revision to the current system involved changes to tighten up 
eligibility of transfer of all social landlord tenancies.  Other key changes related to relaxing 
criteria around 3 bed houses.  It was reported that welfare changes did have a significant 
impact on social housing allocations.   
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Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

54 Increasing Housing Supply 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on 
supporting new housing development across the borough.  He reported on a number of 
proposed and approved housing development sites as follows: 
 

 that arrangements were being put in place for a preferred housing builder for 
Lyndon Playing Fields and gave details of the process involved in doing this. 

 a significant residential development by Gleeson Homes had been proposed for 
Parker Street, Rishton.   

 two significant planning applications had been approved for land off Foxwod Chase, 
Huncoat and the Albion Mill site in Great Harwood.   

 3 and 4 bed dwellings development site on Waverley Business Park. 

 Spring Street, Rishton proposed housing development 

 Former carpet factory site, Oswaldtwistle 
 
He reported that there had been a marked increase in the demand to develop housing and 
the Government had published a starter home prospectus with the aim of accelerating 
house building nationally.   He provided details of how the Starter Home Land fund 
operated.  He reported that the Government wanted to encourage local authorities outside 
of London to work with the Homes and Communities Agency to use the fund to find 
brownfield land for starter homes.  He pointed out that Hyndburn would be meeting with the 
Homes and Communities Agency in the new few weeks.   
 
 Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

55 Click and Collect/Town Centre Website 
 
The Town Centre Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on the Click and Collect 
pilot scheme.  She referred to the grant approved to Scott Dawson from the Council to 
promote the ‘click & collect’ service.  She reported that this was a pilot scheme which had 
had an overall poor success rate.  She pointed out that the project had also included the 
development of a website to promote retail in Accrington town centre.  This had been 
dedicated mainly to the ‘click & collect’ service but pointed out that a generic approach to 
services was sought.  She indicated that they were in talks with Scott Dawson to see how 
they could take things forward.  She referred the Panel to the options listed in the report 
and pointed out that they were in discussions with Scott Dawson about option 4 – close the 
e-commerce platform but keep the website presence. 
 
Councillor Dobson referred to the importance of working with the Chamber of Trade in 
improving retail in Accrington Town Centre and asked if there had been any progress in 
developing their role in liaison with Scott Dawson.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing pointed out the problems of markets using e-
commerce and suggested that the project had not worked because people wanted to go to 
a market and see what was on offer that day.  He advised that it would not be in the best 
interest of the market or the Council to continue this project.   
 
The Chair proposed that the Chamber of Trade should pay for continued use of the website 
as they would profit from its use, should the website be retained.  The Head of 
Regeneration and Housing suggested that the Chamber of Trade should also contribute to 
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the costs and organisation of the ‘click & collect’ service should they also wish to retain this 
service.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 
    
 

56 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

57 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Resolved - That the next meeting of the Regeneration and Housing 

Panel is held on Monday 23rd may 2016 at 10 am in the 
Queen Elizabeth Room.   

 
58 Exclusion of the Public 

 
Resolved - That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) Local 

Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
meeting during the following item, when it was likely, in 
view of the nature of the business to be transacted, or 
the nature of the proceedings, that there would 
otherwise be disclosure of exempt information within 
the Paragraph at Schedule 12A of the Act specified at 
the item. 

 
59 Accrington Town Centre 

 
Exempt Information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 3  -  
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information) 
 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report on Accrington Town Centre to 
provide the Panel with an update of issues surrounding Accrington Town Centre.   
 
The Town Centre Manager informed the Panel of changes to the town centre and pointed 
out that Subway and Café Nero had been approached by the Arndale about locating in the 
food market hall and that Marks and Spencers were due to leave at the end of March 2016.  
She advised that Lancashire Constabulary had taken out a lease on premises on Broadway 
for a Community Police station and that work on alterations was due to begin.   
 
She also gave details of the success of a number of town centre events including the 
success of the Dickensian Evening which had been hugely successful and had attracted 
over 7000 people.  She referred to a couple of minor problems because of the size of the 
crowds but pointed out that they would be repeating this again in 2016.  The Ron Hill event 
had also been a success with over 600 entries.  Events being planned included ‘We do like 
to be beside the seaside’ organised by Kate Furey and Evonne Harwood (Chamber of 
Trade) and supported by the Council.   
 
Councillor Dobson suggested a Sky Cycling event subject to the Council taking on the 
insurable risks.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing referred to the risks associated 
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with the event and the costs and complexity of the Council insuring an event of this type.  
The Chair indicated that this proposal would be given consideration.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


